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Compiled EVALUATIONS
May 20 & 21, 2014 – Connecting for Conservation Workshop, Durango, CO
Connecting for Conservation can greatly benefit from your input. Please take a few minutes to complete this form- your ratings and comments are extremely valuable to us!

Total # of evaluations received: 27

How would you rate… on average, scores were…
A. Overall meeting 






1
2
3
4
5
B. Speakers and Presentations 




1
2
3
4
5

(Were speakers informative, prepared, and understandable?)

C. Opportunities for interaction?




1
2
3
4
5
D. Logistics 







1
2
3
4
5

E. Facilitation 







1
2
3
4
5
F. Relevance, usefulness of information provided?


1
2
3
4
5
Number of responses for each category:

	Rating
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	5
	6
	11
	19
	14
	19
	18

	4
	20
	12
	6
	13
	8
	5

	3
	0
	4
	1
	0
	0
	3

	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	total
	27
	27
	27
	27
	27
	27


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1) What was your favorite part of this meeting?

Most evaluations noted that networking, and meeting new people was their favorite part of the workshop. People additionally like the breakout sessions, small group formations (including the speed dating), and the opportunity to share information among a diverse group of organizations.

· Networking opportunities
· Attempts to form partnerships, more on this would be helpful

· Meeting new people and potential new connections

· Bringing this group together and starting an on-going forum like this

· Breakout sessions

· Diverse organizations that were represented, diverse attendance

· Senator’s keynote

· Open spaces, venue

· Energy

· Sharing and new ideas, information sharing

· Unlocking the toolbox

· Talking with other participants, people connection

· Tips for creating partnerships

· Round robin speed dating

· Learning from presenters and peers

· Small groups

· Cornerstones of partnership

· Evening panel

2) Do you have specific ideas on how Connecting for Conservation can be implemented in the future?  
Since the question asks for specifics, the answers given were varied and cannot be summarized neatly. However, one theme present in most evaluations was the need to continue to break into small groups, and even narrow down the breakout topics even more. Almost every evaluation expressed interest in another conference or continuing connecting for conservation in some way into the future.
· One day, more networking, less speakers
· Smaller groups about more specific issues, better group structure and flexibility

· Another conference next year with training based on some of the needs identified at this one with similar networking opportunities.

· Seminars that are topic specific, rotate seminars over multiple days so folks can attend multiple topics and allows mingling across disciplines
· MSI is the only avenue to get people together at these conferences, keep it up

· Working groups and topics were a good start, in the future efforts could be progressively directed to build upon current outcomes

· A fair type setting with additional breakout sessions and webinars throughout the year

· Distribute websites of everyone along with electronic info of people who came and email info from breakout groups

· “how to leave your ego at the door” is this possible?

· Training on how to facilitate a meeting

· Keep going!, yearly meeting, list serve, training actions…

· Implement discussion items at end of conference

· Raft trip

· More workshops, specific conservation workshops

· MSI to present some of the common needs for groups, try to suggest connections that could be made

· Better title for workshop

· Make it an annual thing

· Build a proactive community, agency relationships, how to re-write situations that are not working
3) What mechanisms of facilitating conversation would you like to see in the future? Check all that apply.
See table below for the # of responses in each category. Many people also wrote ‘other’, responses to other are listed below. 

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	# of responses
	12
	12
	11
	16
	8
	18


A. List serve 

B. Conservation registry 
C. Speaker series

D. Collaboration trainings

E. Working committee

F. Annual/bi-annual workshop

Other:
· A community outreach in the schools

· Info/contacts clearing house

· Newsletter if registry is formed

· Provide scholarship for out of towners to attend next workshop

· Provide check off list (basic) for project planning based on agency
· Lists of what is going on, maybe when you send thanks for coming letter, have people send back all the work they know is going on 

· Facebook page – its free and easy
4) Did this meeting gave you a better idea of current collaborative efforts in the Four Corners?  
The majority of the answers were “yes”, there were two answers that differed from yes:
· Sort of, I sense competition in the atmosphere
· In SW CO, but not in 4-corners area

5) What specific goals did you achieve through this workshop?

Most answers included networking, collaboration, possible new partnerships and meeting new contacts.
· New possible partnerships
· Forming new connections and strengthening old ones

· Better collaboration with other conservation groups

· Networking and generation of new ideas for collaborating

· Learning details of partnership development

· Networking

· Recharged the battery for seeking diverse partners 

· Ability to learn what other groups are doing in the area

· A project I want to partner on in order to accomplish goals

· Met new partners, met current email, phone partners face to face, met friends

· Sharing my lessons learned 

· Information

· Contacts to accomplish forest health projects

· Observe and build connections
6) Did you find potential partners through this workshop?   Yes / No   maybe
No one wrote “no”, most evaluations were “yes” with the exception of one “maybe”.
How many? _4, 5, lots, several, 1, 5, 2, 8, 2, a few, 3, 3, 3, 3, 5-10, 2, 2, 5+
Additional Comments:   
The most common answer here was along the lines of: Thank you! great job! Well organized! Loved it! great workshop! Awesome!
Other answers were: 
· The Colorado Coalition of Land Trust’s seminar is a great, similar conference. Cclt.org

· Topic for future seminars:

· Social media

· Investing for the long haul

· Data bases/technologies

· Volunteer programs/coordinating

· Event planning

· Legals/attorneys

· Include on the next evaluation sheet a question about 3 organizational needs and assets. Then as facilitators you can help match up needs with organizations
· Are people willing to compromise? Seminar on compromise

· MSI-good job! SCC would like to continue to support you however we can! --Kevin
Thank you for Participating!!!

Circle the number which best reflects your rating of the performance measures listed below.


      1 			     2 			      3 			      4 		                       5


     Poor 		    Fair 			   Good 		             Very Good 	             Excellent









